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who would be taken by surprise. *The problem was pondered by all the belligerents in the first three years of the war, and British inventors may claim to have been first in the field with the " tank "—a species of land battle-cruiser, armoured and gunned, carrying its own crew, and able with its caterpillar wheels to surmount trenches and flatten out barbed wire. Like all novelties, it met with scepticism and obstruction from orthodox authorities, and there has been much controversy in subsequent years as to whether it was not too long delayed, and whether, when used, it was rightly used or used prematurely and ineffectively. This is the history of all new inventions, and the tank won its way to acceptance by the ordinary route of disbelief, hesitating experiment, trial, error and acceptance. Those who failed to see its value must bear the blame, and those who believed in it and persisted in their belief against opposition, obstruction and personal rebuffs, deserve the corresponding measure of praise.
Sixty tanks were brought into action at the end of the Somme battle, but with no great success. The numbers were insufficient and the appropriate tactics and handling had not yet been devised. The Commander-in-Chief, General Haig, was much criticized afterwards for having disclosed them prematurely, but the Germans appear, like most of the older British generals, to have regarded diem as freaks, and to have paid no serious attention to them. The experience was valuable and enabled a much more skilful and successful use to be made of an improved type at Cambrai in November, 1917. Here 200 tanks were brought into action, and effected a real surprise in a brilliantly planned raid. Unfortunately there were no reserves available to exploit this success, and much of the ground gained was lost in a German counterattack. But the tank was vindicated, and the experience at Gambrai helped materially to the development which made it invaluable in die following year.
The Collapse of Russia
The collapse of Russia, which was the other chief event of the year 1917, was both political and military. She had made her last great effort in the summer of 1916, when Brusiloff swept over the Bukovina, and a large part of Galicia, and
